

Hand Faller Checklist

	Faller:
	Bullbucker:
	Company:
	Date:

	Location:
	Block/Site:
	Nearest Town:
	Weather:

	BC FALLER TRAINING STANDARD REQUIREMENTS   (()
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Proper clothing
	
	
	

	Hard hat (red or orange)
	
	
	

	Caulk boots
	
	
	

	Eye protection (screen, glasses)
	
	
	

	Hearing protection (muffs, earplugs)
	
	
	

	Gloves
	
	
	

	Whistle, two-way radio
	
	
	

	Hi-Vis apparel
	
	
	

	Rain clothes are Hi-Vis
	
	
	

	Leg protection  *3600 minimum
	
	
	

	Proper saw size & bar length for job
	
	
	

	Axe(s), spare wedges, spare saw
	
	
	

	Axe in good shape/pinned
	
	
	

	Carrying files – ends covered
	
	
	

	Files in good condition
	
	
	

	Proper chain filing to manufacturer’s recommendation
	
	
	

	Saw has full-wrap handlebars
	
	
	

	Proper saw maintenance
	
	
	

	Proper saw handling (two hands at all times)
	
	
	

	Good body positioning/MSI
	
	
	

	Gas and Oil containers nearby
	
	
	

	Working to weather conditions
	
	
	

	Escape routes established minimum 10’ and to safe cover
	
	
	

	Several trees prepped
	
	
	

	Axe at tree, wedges set
	
	
	

	Uses proper wedging procedures & techniques
	
	
	

	Demonstrates directional control
	
	
	

	Uses saw sightlines
	
	
	

	Avoids brushing timber
	
	
	

	Avoids domino falling
	
	
	

	Procedures for pushing trees/limb tied
	
	
	

	Danger tree risk assessment conducted
	
	
	

	Danger trees felled progressively
	
	
	

	Danger trees felled into open areas
	
	
	

	Procedures for wedging snags
	
	
	

	Procedure for danger trees outside boundary
	
	
	

	Enough fuel to make the cut
	
	
	

	Upslope falling procedures
	
	
	

	Demonstrated ability to fall heavy leaner
	
	
	

	Demonstrated ability to fall short stubby snag
	
	
	

	Knows procedure for re-falling cut up tree
	
	
	

	Cuts all limbs flush to log
	
	
	

	Bucking cuts correct
	
	
	

	Avoids bucking below F & B
	
	
	

	Short log is left on dangerous roots
	
	
	

	STUMP PAGE 18-B is attached – A minimum of TEN stumps must be documented

	Faller’s Signature
	Bullbucker’s Signature:


Part 18 A – Demonstrate Falling Cuts

Objective: The Professional Faller uses safe work procedures when making falling cuts.

	Items/Comments:
	Marking Conditions

	Undercuts & Backcuts

* Note: If the faller determined that the tree had to be wedged the undercut depth should be ¼ of the tree diameter

*Note:
Timber 60 inches or more in diameter can have the heart wood cut out of the stem, but holding wood must be maintained on both corners of the stump to maintain control of the tree.

*Note:

Short stubbys can have an  undercut up to 50%

*Note:

Reference Info Flips

Total stump points divided by the number of stumps assessed=mark awarded


	· E 15    Preferred undercut and backcut are straight & level and completed from high side. Preferred undercut selected for: wedging, timber type and terrain.  Undercut is cleaned out and is the preferred percentage of tree diameter. The undercut opening is of the preferred ratio for the type of undercut selected. Holding wood and preferred anti-kickback step are maintained across the entire stump. (see table below) Also see *Note

· 14        Preferred undercut and back cut are straight & level and completed from high side. Undercut is 1/3 of the tree diameter and is angled to ensure that the opening is at least ½ the length of the top cut. Undercut is cleaned out. Holding wood is maintained across the entire stump. Also see *Note 

· 13        Meets acceptable standard and depth of undercut is 1/3 tree diameter. Holding wood is maintained across the entire stump. Also see *Note 

· A 12    Acceptable standard: Includes appropriate undercut and backcut are completed from high side, are slightly off level, depth of the undercut between 25% and 40% of the tree diameter.  Undercut is cleaned out.  The cuts forming the opening of the undercut are 1/3 to ½ the length of the top cut.  Backcut is slightly above the undercut, slightly off level. Holding wood is preferably maintained across the entire stump but at minimum must be on both corners. Also see *Note 

· 3         Undercut is off level, not cleaned out or corrected, too deep or too shallow over 40% or less than 25% of diameter opening is less than 1/3 the length of the top cut.  Backcut is flush to undercut – no step.  Excessive holding wood left on the low side of the stump.

· U  0     Unacceptable: Fails to meet the acceptable standard, undercut 50% or greater of the tree diameter, no undercut, dutchman, backcut is below undercut, holding wood is cut off.  Tree splits or barber chairs and there is excessive slope from back-barring.

Anti-kickback Step Reference Guide in Relation to Stump Diameter

75% of the anti-kickback step must be within the preferred height tolerances, as listed below:

	Humbolt, Swanson undercuts

Preferred anti-kickback step

Up to 36” (3’-0”) diameter

¾ - 1 inch height difference

48” (4’-0”) to 60” (5’-0”) diameter

1 ½ inch height difference

72” (6’-0”) to 84” (7’-0”) diameter

2 inch height difference

96” (8’-0”) to 108” (9’-0”) diameter

3 inch height difference

120” (10’-0”) to 144” (12’0”) diameter

4 inch height difference

156” (13’-0”) diameter and above

6 inch height difference

Conventional and Pie (frozen wood) undercuts

Preferred anti-kickback step

Up to 14” (1’-2”) diameter

¾ to 1 inch height difference

16” (1’-4”) to 36” (3’-0”) diameter

2 inch height difference

48” (4-0”) to 60” (5’-0”) diameter

3 inch height difference

72” (6’0”) to 84” (7’0”) diameter

4 inch height difference

96” (8’0”) to 108” (9’0”) diameter

6 inch height difference

120” (10’-0”) to 144” (12’0”) diameter

8 inch height difference

156” (13’-0”) diameter and above

12 inch height difference




Total marks (for part 18-A and 18-B):  _______/15
Part 18 B – Demonstrate Falling Cuts
Total stump points divided by the number of stumps assessed equals final mark awarded
	Stump #
	Tree species
	Ground slope %
	Dia.  inches
	B/C

inches
	U/C inches
	U/C depth %
	U/C

type
	U/C opening
	Backstep high side

inches
	Backstep

low side

inches
	Score

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	13
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	14
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	15
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/15


	Total stump points divided by the number of stumps assessed equals final mark awarded
	TOTAL (out of 15)
	/15


Stump Comments:
1_______________________________________________________________

2_______________________________________________________________

3_______________________________________________________________

4_______________________________________________________________

5_______________________________________________________________

6_______________________________________________________________

7_______________________________________________________________

8_______________________________________________________________

9_______________________________________________________________

10______________________________________________________________
